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SUB J : EC COMMISSION ON NUCLEAR FUEL REPROCESSING 

1 . THE EC COMMISSION HAS SENT TO THE COUNCIL ITS 
POSITION ON NUCLEAR FUEL REPROCESSING. NOT SURPRISINGLY, 
IT COMES OUT STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF REPROCESSING, DEFENDING 
THE NEED FOR PLUTONIUM BOTH FOR RECYLING IN LIGHT- 
WATER REACTORS AND AS FEED FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF FAST 
BREEDER REACTORS. MORE NEWSWORTHY IS THE FACT THAT IT 
PROPOSES REGIONALIZATION AS JOINT VENTURES UNDER 
EURATOM CONTROL OF ALL EC REPROCESSING PLANTS. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE COMMISSION, BY THE YEAR 2000 THE 
COMMUNITY WILL ACCOUNT FOR ONE THIRD OF TOTAL WORLD 
DEMAND FOR NUCLEAR FUEL. AT PRESENT, IT DEPENDS ON 
IMPORTS FOR 80 PERCENT OF ITS URANIUM SUPPLIES. 

RECYCLING OF PLUTONIUM (AND REPROCESSED URANIUM) IN 
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LIGHT- WATER REACTORS WOULD REDUCE THE EC'S NATURAL 
URANIUM REQUIREMENTS BY 20 PERCENT A YEAR FROM 1985 TO 
1990 AND REDUCE URANIUM ENRICHMENT NEEDS BY 15 PERCENT 
OVER THE SAME PERIOD. IN ADDITION, THE COMMISSION 
ARGUES THAT REPROCESSING WILL EVENTUALLY LEAD TO 
INDEPENDENCE FROM EXTERNAL SUPPLY ONCE THE FAST BREEDER 
REACTORS ARE OPERATIONAL. IT ALSO ARGUES THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


REPROCESSING, AND SUBSEQUENT BURNING OF PLUTONIUM IN 
REACTORS, SIMPLIFIES GREATLY THE LONG-TERM PROBLEMS OF 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE STORAGE. 

3. THE COMMISSION PROPOSES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE, COMPOSED OF A MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION 
AND THREE OTHER MEMBERS CHOSEN BY NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS, 
TO PREPARE A REPORT TO THE COUNCIL ON MEANS FOR FINANCING 
AND PROMOTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF JOINT REPROCESSING 
PLANTS. THIS COMMITTEE IS TO REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO 

THE COUNCIL BY THE END OF 1978 (COMMENT: WE NOTE 
CONSISTENCY WITH INFCEP SCHEDULE.) THE COMMISSION ALSO 
PROPOSES A FOUR-PART STATEGY: JOINT VENTURES BETWEEN 
OPERATORS OF REPROCESSING PLANTS AND NUCLEAR POWER 
STATIONS; THE PROVISION OF REPROCESSING SERVICES TO 
MEMBER COUNTRIES AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICE; FINANCIAL 
AID; AND OFFERING PARTICIPATION IN THE JOINT VENTURES TO 
THIRD COUNTRIES (NOTABLY NON-EC EUROPEAN COUNTRIES). 

4. THE COMMISSION FAVORS REGIONALIZATION OF EC 
REPROCESSING FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

(A) THE CONCENTRATION OF REPROCESSING FACILITIES 
SIMPLIFIES SAFEGUARDS AND PHYSICAL SECURITY; 

(B) FEWER FACILITIES MIGHT RESULT COMPARED TO 
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EACH COUNTRY GOING THEIR OWN WAY; 

(C) INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF THESE FACILITIES 
(THROUGH EURATOM AND IAEA) AIDS NON-PROLIFERATION 
OBJECTIVES. 

5. THE COMMISSION REPORTED THAT SIMILAR POLICY PAPERS 

ON FAST BREEDERS AND STORAGE OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES WILL 
BE ISSUED IN THE COMING WEEKS. 

6. MISSION COMMENT: IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW SUCCESS- 
FUL THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSAL FOR JOINT ENTERPRISE 
REPROCESSING FACILITIES WILL BE. ONE COMMISSION OFFICIAL 
HAS ADMITTED TO US THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE RETICENCE 
ON THE PART OF EXISTING ENTERPRISES AND SOME MEMBER 
COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, HE SAID, THEY ARE ALL AWARE OF THE 
GENERAL MOVEMENT TOWARD INTERNATIONALIZATION OF SENSI- 
TIVE NUCLEAR FACILITIES AND MAY BE CONVINCED THAT A 
EUROPEAN CONTROL WOULD BE MORE PALATABLE THAN SOME 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL STRUCTURE THAT MAY EVOLVE. WE 
BELIEVE THAT THE SETTING UP OF THE SPECIAL STUDY 
COMMITTEE HAS A FIGHTING CHANCE OF SUCCESS, BUT THAT 
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NOT MUCH MORE WILL HAPPEN UNTIL REPORT IS SUBMITTED 
AT END OF 1978. HINTON 
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